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[IMPORTANT] Reminder for the Compulsory Courses FY2023
Advanced Graduate School Training/Career-Building Programs

This is an important notification for all the PhD students, who are receiving the incentive stipend
from the “Pioneering Research Support Project” and “Doctoral Fellowship”.

1. Non-Fulfilment of Obligations
PhD students must complete all the Compulsory and Elective-Compulsory Courses of

the Advanced Graduate School Training/Career-Building Programs, FY2023. For more
details of each course, please wait for the announcement via email or the notification on
“Recipient’s Page (on-campus)”, website of the Center for Graduate School Innovation.
<https://pgd.tohoku.ac.jp/english/rpc/>
*If the Center for Graduate School Innovation cannot confirm the completion of the
Compulsory Courses in FY2023, those students will lose their eligibility as incentive stipend
recipients for the next fiscal year.

2. Cheating/Dishonest Behavior during the Test
Regarding one of the Compulsory Courses in FY2023, “Assessment Test for English 5
Abilities”, PhD students are required to take the iTEP Academic Online Test during the
designated periods. (It will be online format and the test period will be notified later.)

The iTEP graders are strictly checking the cheating and suspicious behaviors during the test.
Tohoku University never permits any cheating. Any students who were caught cheating on the
iTEP test, they will be disqualified and lose their eligibility as incentive stipend recipients
immediately, no matter what the reason is. The guideline will be distributed later, which gives
some examples of the action that may be suspected of cheating. Avoid any suspicious behavior
and take this test in the quiet environment where you will not be interfered.

You cannot substitute the other English test (e.g., TOEIC) for the iTEP test. If the university
confirms the below points, those students will lose their eligibility as incentive stipend recipients.

a) Those who did not take the iTEP test by the designated deadline.

b) Those who made a false report as if they have taken the test.

3. Availability of DC Email while abroad
All the important information will be sent to your Tohoku University DC Email Address
(xxx.xxx.xx@tohoku.ac.jp). Please make sure that you can check your DC Email while you are
abroad. Last year, there were many cases that you could not check your DC Email, especially
in China. Please forward DC Email automatically to another available email address before you
leave Japan. It is your responsibility to check your DC email constantly.

4. Other

If you have any inquiries, please do not hesitate to contact the office of Advanced Graduate
School or the Center for Graduate School Innovation.

Advanced Graduate School Training/Career-Building Programs have several “Elective
Courses” other than Compulsory Courses. Students are strongly encouraged to take these
Elective Courses depending on their interests, but students are still required to complete all the
Compulsory Courses.

April 27, 2023
Center for Graduate School Innovation

#*Advanced Graduate School Training/Career-Building Program
Official Name of the programs offered by the “Pioneering Research Support Project” and “Doctoral Fellowship”.



